TESTIMONIALS FROM EUGENE IHS ALUMNI

CLASS OF 1989 

[FIRST GRADUATING CLASS OF EUGENE INTERNATIONAL HIGH SCHOOL]

Colin Babb: “I was a member of South Eugene’s first complete IHS graduating class in 1989…   The DC area is a fantastic place for someone with an IB degree and I’ve become a complete East Coaster, but I do miss Oregon (hay fever season and the rain, not so much though).”

CLASS OF 1992

Courtney Leonard: “I have fond memories of all my teachers... The main things I valued about IB were the connections I made with other students, studying like crazy before all the exams.  IHS was a bright spot in high school, and because of my experience, I went on to major in international studies, French, and history…”  
CLASS OF 1993

Kim Burkland: “The quality of the education at IHS is on par with the nation’s top private schools.  The teachers and students at IHS serve as a testament that public education works and should serve as a model for the rest of the State of Oregon and the country.”
Brady Lahr: “IHS helped me understand the world more clearly and it has helped me with the international aspects of my business.”
Andrea Olson: “Because I took three IB exams (History, Literature, and Biology), I received a full semester of credit at American University.  I took this semester to study in Guatemala, El Salvador, and Nicaragua.  My time in Central America shifted my perspective on International Development and my own personal philosophy about how to create the change we wish to see in the world.”

CLASS OF 1994

Tayan-Lin (Rathje) Butler: “IB diploma...I skipped a year in college...but used it up studying abroad.”

Sharon Fendrich: “Wow, hard to know where to begin.  I didn’t attend Sheldon, I attended IHS!!!  I am forever a devotee of the curriculum and the teachers.  I want my daughter to attend an IHS and am currently seeking a Spanish Immersion program for her, to start in preschool.  My IB education really prepared me for college and helped me with placements.  The world would have seemed so small and foreign to me without IHS and Spanish Immersion.  I’m happy to help any students with international career/college/etc. questions.”

Peter Jewett: “I loved the strong community that IHS formed.  I am still in touch with a number of people.  From an education standpoint, IHS challenged me to look at the world as one unit.  It initiated a desire to travel and know a bigger world which has driven my travel and career choices.”

Heidi Stout: “I think IHS is an exceptional program to raise the bar for high school education.  I developed writing and composition skills that helped me in college tremendously.  The global breadth of the program has served me well both in travel and study abroad, and also in an international company with 254 offices in 51 countries.  It helps me have a broader perspective when working with professionals outside North America, and I think it has made me a more adventurous person—from appreciating a wider variety of literature to being willing to try unique food.”

CLASS OF 1995 
Bronwyn (Wenger) Brestle: “All was outstanding!  My IB experience allowed me a semester off my junior year to work and earn money to complete my Middlebury education.  IHS holds some of my best memories about high school for sure!”

Christina Heid: “My education at IHS really helped me for my future career path, although I didn’t know it at the time!  People I meet in DC and from other countries are always impressed with my international-focused education in high school.”

CLASS OF 1996

Tiffany (Cragun) Goff: “Mostly I remember teachers for the kindness and interest they showed in me... I also remember going to Washington, D.C. on the Close-Up program that is intended to give students a glimpse into the workings of our government.  That experience taught me two things.  First, that I never want to live in D.C.  Second, that there are many ways to serve my country.  ‘Acting patriotic’ is very seldom the best service I could give.  I’ve been trying to act on that conviction ever since.”

Kirsten Harma: “I’ll always remember my IHS experience and especially creative learning experiences like Meeting of the Minds and the Theory of Knowledge rafting trip!  I must stay that my IHS classes were more challenging than some of my college courses!   They certainly prepared me for college and primed my interest in international affairs, perhaps inspiring my interest in combining international work into my work on environmental issues.”
Robin Harris: “IHS was so wonderful.  I would do it all over again!”

Hanna Scholz: “There are many things I appreciate about my IHS education.  The world perspective and conversations as well as the small school within the large South Eugene were very influential to me.  The three week trip to Tanzania, Africa junior year was also an extremely important event in my high school life.”

CLASS OF 1997

Michelle Cairney: “I loved IHS.  I received a wonderful education!”

Justin Forster: “I always knew I was getting a quality education in the IHS/Spanish Immersion program, but not having anything to compare it to I couldn’t appreciate how good it really was.  It was while tutoring kids who were struggling in the overcrowded San Francisco public school system that I became aware of how incredibly fortunate I was to have been able to attend IHS.  I would like to thank IHS 1994-1997 teachers.  Their superior skill, dedication, and caring made a difference in my life.  Thanks you.”

Kathryn Gaines:  “IHS prepared me to exceed expectations and accomplish my dreams. IHS gave me a wonderful education.”

Sarah Gross: “IB diploma:  gave me confidence entering college with a solid high school background.  Probably helped me be accepted into college!  Taught me I can accomplish a lot if I work hard enough!”

Marian Hart: “IHS contributed significantly to the well-rounded person I am constantly striving to be.  Thank you.”

Joe Lowry: “I think that IHS was great in getting me ready for school.  I learned a lot there and still apply it today.”

Krista (Robinson) Reiman: “I have many fond memories of IHS, especially of Leslie Skelton.  What a fantastic teacher!”

Erin Vranas: “I first heard the term global citizen as a freshman in IHS.  It made me think...and I haven’t stopped!  The effort to educate youth from and towards an international, humanitarian perspective is, to me, critical to our future as a planet...and entertaining in the present.  I’ll never forget IHS-learning all the countries in Africa before memorizing the 50 states!!”

CLASS OF 1998

Hunt Allcott: “IB (and AP) credits sped up my undergrad career and allowed me to finish a BA and MA within four years.  Coming into Stanford, I remember feeling that our preparation…put us on par with classmates from prestigious private high schools….”

Kate Bonamici: “Still enjoy using my French Immersion skills, and still hoping to live overseas one day.”
Dara Finkelstein:  “The world view I gained at IHS has been useful in dealing with international clients on a day-to-day basis.  While I hated Shoup’s world geography and having to memorize where every country in the world was, it is also very helpful to be able to find countries like Djibouti on a map without searching!”
Jake Klonoski: “...No one could have been better prepared for college than this 1998 graduate of the South Eugene International High School.  My worries about the adequacy of my education began to evaporate when the entire School of Foreign Service freshmen class joined in what is traditionally a practice of mass failure.  Each student is presented with a map of the modern political world and is asked to essentially identify everything on it.  As I watched other students throw down their pencils and give up, I reached back to the high school classes taught by Robert Veeck, Ron Lancaster and Howard Yank and was able to press on, identifying the participants in the Soccer War, the rivers of Central Africa and the island nations of the Pacific.  In my class of more than 800, five students passed.  Thanks to my former teachers’ hard work, I was one of them....  Thank you for everything.”

Navid Moshtael: “IHS was such an important part of my education and played a large part in my development as a world citizen.” 

Marie Sweeten: “At the time, Shoup’s Global Geography class often seemed like pure torture.  Now that I look back though, I am so grateful for the skills and discipline I learned in that class, as they proved to be invaluable throughout college and still today in my career.”

Justin Volmert: “Loved it [IHS]!  IB was great-plus it got me a lot of college credit.  Senior thesis was a really important experience.”

CLASS OF 1999

Loic Fabricant: “The IB diploma gave me excellent preparation for my graduate and medical educations.”

Lisa Miller: “All the work in high school definitely prepared me for an easier transition to college.  The global focus in history and literature helped me to see a bigger world beyond Oregon.  I have great friends for life from IHS and still enjoy seeing former teachers like Mr. Hamill, Mrs. Jagger, Mr. Sutton, Mr. Smith and others in Eugene when I visit.”
Gillian Schauer: “IHS was a wonderful preparation for college and for life.  The IB test provided me with advance credits at Northwestern University, allowing me to graduate a quarter early.  The focus on international awareness has served me well throughout my professional career, allowing me to better relate to a wide array of customers, colleagues and peers.”

Kelly Vranas: “My IHS experience really prepared me for college…. Because of IHS, I have developed a love of literature, humanities and the arts…making me a more well-rounded person and future doctor.”

CLASS OF 2000
Sam Boush: “I would not have done as well at OSU if not for the IB’s and IHS.  Thank you!”

Emily Hamblen: “The IB program gave me a running start for college.  Many of my classes at IHS were more difficult than many college classes.  I am very appreciative of the faculty and friends that I met who helped me become the person I am today.”

Alison (Stark) Leiman: “Looking back on my experience with IHS I now realize how important it was in shaping my comprehensive understanding of the world around me.  I credit the program with teaching me to love learning and my subsequent success in college and graduate school.  I felt that I started college ahead of my freshman peers in terms of my writing abilities and time management skills.  Plus, it made me really good at Jeopardy.”

Melanie (Jahnke) Manning: “I think that the best part of IHS was the encouragement of well-rounded students and of higher achievement in education.  IB got me some credits and was worth it.  I didn’t have to take credits in college that were way beneath me as an IHS student, with years of experience already under my belt in certain subjects.”

Ashley Marks: “…I felt the IB education prepared me well for college—it even got me some college credit.  IHS definitely set the foundation for my future studies and my future career.”
Shanti Michaels: “The IHS experience was great college prep; engaged students, caring and engaging teachers, challenging but thrilling...built camaraderie to do diploma program with other candidates.  The IB diploma got me one year off of college saving me about $37,000.”
McKenna Morrigan: “…Throughout college, I appreciated the thoroughness of my college preparation, particularly through the IB program, and pleasantly noted that the rigor and depth of my high school coursework had contended with that of the expensive, private prep schools of the Northeast…IHS is a shining example of a public education system that provides all students an opportunity to expand their minds and explore their own talents…”

Nate Sutton: “Combined with AP, IB provided me with ALL my prerequisite credits for the BA and the Honors college, not to mention essential testing and writing skills.  I have great memories of IHS teachers, class camaraderie, assemblies, and graduation.”

Anna Tabet: “I think doing the IB was great and made my freshmen year much more manageable.”
Amy Temes: “IB exams prepared me for all those college finals-well worth it.  I’m so glad I was a part of the IB.  IHS made me realize how important it is to be well rounded and aware internationally, whatever your career or passion may be.”

Sara Ventura: “Everything about IHS paid off for me.  It served as a great foundation for me heading into college.”

CLASS OF 2001
Amy (Farris) Baker: “I learned a lot in IHS about school and people.  I really believe it is a very beneficial program to go through. Whenever I think back to high school I remember how much fun I had in IHS.  All the great teachers did such a great job of integrating fun into their subjects.  It helps so much with remembering what they were trying to teach us!”

Sarah Bliss: “IHS really helped me explore the world and realize there are amazing things outside the U.S. borders.  I am very thankful to have been exposed to an international perspective long before college.”

Lindsey Carlson: “The IHS program served me well in preparing me for college.  I am grateful for the experiences that I was able to have because of the program and consider it a very valuable asset to my education.  As a recipient of two IB Certificates, I can say that, while they have not given me any notable gains, the respect that is offered to one who has had an international education is remarkable and opens doors that might otherwise be closed to someone as young as myself.”

William Clayton: “…it was a strong program that gave us good preparation for college largely because of its pervasive writing component…I found the exposure to world history, culture, philosophy, and religion to be a great asset as I’ve moved through the world….  The topic of my extended essay…is still a topic that is very dear to my heart. So I would like to thank IHS for ‘forcing’ me to actually delve deeply into a topic such as that.”

Benjamin Farkas: “IHS is the reason I decided to pursue the International Studies degree.”

Sarah McCaffrey: “I’ll always remember the care and affection of my IHS teachers, embodied in Ms. Cooper’s Friday farewell:  ‘Have a good weekend and BE SAFE.’”

Sharma Rapoport: “As I went through my college years, I realized the privilege of such a high school education…. The rigor of the IB diploma senior year gave me a passion for intellectual scholarship, and furthered my love of learning….  The credit I received from those tests allowed me to graduate one year early…. I look back on my IHS years with many fond memories.  Mostly I remember the teachers….  College professors never met even a fraction of the teaching skill and care of the IHS teachers I was so privileged to have known…”

Lindsay Schauer: “I loved IHS.  My teachers there inspired me to travel.  I want to be an IHS English teacher.  I did the full IB and, although I did not get much college credit for it, I am glad I participated.”

Kate Stephenson: “The IB diploma gave me the opportunity to graduate six months early, saved my parents thousands of dollars, and I even still remember a few things about warm water ports and guns and butter.”

Cassandra (Aanderud) Thonstad: “I earned 12 IB credits for college classes and 20 credits through a CLEP exam, skipping nearly one year of college overall.  College seemed so easy after IHS.  What a blessing!!  In terms of fond memories, I enjoyed being with a consistent group of friends for almost all four years.  And who can forget Sophie’s World, Stavrianos, TOK, and Mr. Lancaster’s impersonations?”

Sara Votipka: “All my memories of IHS are fond; mostly the friendships and dedication from teachers and also other students.”

Rebecca Williams: “I am very grateful for the broad background afforded to me by Eugene IHS.  The education I received prepared me well to be successful in college and beyond.  With my IB and other college credits earned during high school, I started college at Oregon State University as a junior with many of my baccalaureate core course requirements completed.  Also, my IB senior project led to a research position in genetics at the University of Oregon the summer after I graduated from high school.  The work I started for my IHS senior project went on to be published in proceeding from the National Academy of Sciences.  Thank you IHS for the great start!”

Diana Woodworth: “I often think about how grateful I am of my IHS education.  I remember the freshmen weekly vocabulary quizzes.  To this day there are several words and idioms in my vocabulary that I can attribute to that year…I remember learning the names and locations of all the countries of the world, learning about the values and beliefs of other cultures and countries…and so much more.  When I arrived at college, I actually found the workload easier than in high school because IHS had prepared me so well for college level coursework.  I can still remember my Writing 101 teacher telling me that my writing skills were one of the few that met college standards…  Apart from the fact that I don’t know much about my own history and government, I am proud of the fact that IHS has opened my mind to the cultures, traditions, politics, religions, geography, and arts for the world.  I have always been world embracing, as I have been a Baha’I all my life, but it was very nice to attend a high school that supported these ideals.”

CLASS OF 2002
Cara Abrams-Simonton: “I have such wonderful memories of my IHS classes-the interesting people I met and grew to know so well.  Senior year was especially great.  I loved History and Theory of Knowledge.  I actually felt I learned a lot of things that I actually use and think about today.  I am very thankful for my IHS education.”

Margaret Albright: “IHS was very helpful when entering the college atmosphere.  I felt very prepared and didn’t seem to stress as much as some of my other peers.”

Elizabeth Allcott: “Though I received the IB diploma, it unfortunately didn’t earn me any credit at Cornell.  The education, however, was invaluable.  Many thanks to the talented and dedicated teaching staff at IHS!”

Corey Barber: “IHS inspired me to pursue international education and gave me a stronger high school background than many of my peers in college.”

Jacque Leigh Fitzgerald: “I attribute most of my ambitions, need to travel, love of knowledge and education, and fond memories of my formative high school years to IHS.  My senior year in Mr. Knox’s Theory of Knowledge class showed me how a group of seemingly incompatible people can merge together under a general understanding that we are all students and will always be students.  I developed friendships with people that I still keep in touch with and continue to value their opinions and different perspectives.  Not only that, but the rafting trip on the Upper K rocked!!!!  My friends and I still talk about how important IHS was to our development and how we see the world.  It’s inspired me to want to teach in a high school that has adopted the IB program.  IHS was invaluable to me, and I think that all students deserve to have a similarly profound high school experience.”

Emily Gilkey Reflections:  “I loved IHS.  It was awesome to have a group of smart well-informed friends.  Between my IB and AP credits I started college with 76 credits—almost junior status; so I saved a lot of time and money...which allowed me to graduate with a double major in less than three years.”
Emily Mosqueda: “IB served me in these ways: excellent education and preparation for a university honors college; 24 credits entering my first year (2 certificate tests); and gave me an opportunity to share my IB experience with potential IB students in Buenos Aires, Aregentina.”

Cara Simonton: “At my university I have met many international students who did the IB and they think it’s so incredible that I did the same in Oregon.”
Joshua Walker: “It’s simple; without the friends, support, competition, and overall academic environment of IHS, the ‘international experiences’ section [in the survey] would be blank.  The more I’ve traveled, the more I realize just how American I am.  For that reason I don’t thank IHS for creating in me a ‘global citizen,’ as is the stated goal, but rather for helping me become a damn fine Eugenian in the world.  And who doesn’t like a guy from Eugene?  ...To give encouragement to current IHSers, I'd like to say I was anything but an academic butterfly in high school. Nevertheless, your first month at college you too will realize that the caliber of students and faculty you're surrounded by now will never be matched. Period. I'm a big fancy law student now (never thought I'd say that), and ask Courtney Leonard or Mr. Wiebe, if I can turn out ok academically, ANYONE in IHS can."

CLASS OF 2003

Corey Chavez: “After graduating from IHS, I felt extremely well-prepared for college.  The quality of IHS classes is comparable to many college courses.  I remember reading Sophie’s World, The Good Earth, The Scarlet Letter, and Shakespeare’s The Tempest.  I also remember a great lecture by history teacher Ron Lancaster concerning 19th  century Russia’s need for warm water ports!”
Diana Carolina Delgado: “It was amazing how many credits I obtained in college from obtaining the IB diploma.  Almost all of my Baccore credit was taken care of, that saved me a lot of time and money.”

Courtney Dunham: “IB gave me a few college credits (I only took 3 exams) and I do believe it prepared me for college….  I feel all IHS classes prepared me for the types of lecture and learning that I am experiencing here at UPS.”

Leslie Dunham: “…I remember all the little things that make IHS so unique, including Danish Rounders, the Eurasian Conference, the senior paper, all the great teachers, and 7:28 am class! Good times!”

Michelle Li: “My IB diploma really provided a lot of good knowledge and content that was very useful in my college courses.”
Raili Marks: “IHS prepared me for college in a way few other high school experiences could have, as well as nurtured my strong desire to see and experience the world outside the U.S.”

Joe McCaffrey: “I really value the time I spent with such an amazing batch of committed teachers and wonderful students.”
Lindsey Petrushkin: “IHS was definitely one of the best experiences of my life.  The teachers were all my favorites throughout my education thus far.  If it weren’t for IHS, I probably wouldn’t have gone abroad my sophomore year.  My experiences in IHS have benefited me throughout college and have helped me to advance both in school and in my personal life.”

Lauren Snow: “IHS was good preparation for college – particularly writing.”

CLASS OF 2004

Lisa Allen: “IHS prepared me for the work load in college and I will always remember the great group of students I got to know so well over those four years.”

Nikos Aragon-Herbert: “My IB education has served me well at Clark Honors College.  The exams and essays are very similar to those we wrote in IHS and my teachers definitely laid a strong foundation for college.  IB and IHS create an environment in which one hardly realizes one is learning until, faced with daunting college essays, the lessons kick in, and writing is no longer difficult, but fun instead.”

Sean Chappell: “As an IB diploma student I didn’t come to appreciate the importance of all that work until college.  It more than pays off…allowing a much lighter course load, being better prepared in nearly every academic sense for undergraduate work and having the confidence and knowledge that  ‘you’ve been through harder work than this.’”
Robert Coolman: “My physics professor was impressed by my senior project and cited it in a 300 level lecture.  Fifteen credits from IB chemistry saved me a lot of time and money.”

Rachel Dental: “Eugene IHS was a great experience for me.  It helped e greatly for college preparation.  The full IB diploma allowed me to graduate college in three years and I have already started my career.  The teachers were all enthusiastic and very supportive of my goals.  Thanks for four great high school years!”

David Farmer: “I’m quite happy with the international curriculum, as I now understand what a number of people from other countries are talking about.  I also appreciate the hard work, as it prepared me in dealing with college.  IB allowed me to skip a few general university requirements and save money.”

Holly Jackson: “I’ll remember IHS as the place where, when a teacher asked if anyone had any appropriate music to accompany a passionate art making session inspired by ‘Heart of Darkness,’ at least three students pulled African music out of their backpacks.”

Mollie Johnson: “IHS is a great program that prepared me very well for college academics.”

Jen Madeira: “All around IHS was a great experience.  It has really helped in college and I feel so ahead of the curve compared to most students.”

Scott Rauch: “IHS was a wonderful and cherished experience.  IB was the best choice I made during high school.  The credit I received from it eliminated the tedious general education requirements at the University of Oregon.”

Jenny Risley: “I felt like IHS was a ‘community of learners’.  It was a tight knit learning environment and helped me really enjoy learning.  I loved the international perspective that was taken in our learning.  I loved my IHS experience.  It has opened my eyes to the world!  IHS has honestly shaped me to be the person I am today...”  

Nate Risley: “I really loved IHS and my experiences there have really enhanced my view on life and the world around me.  It was good stuff!”

Heidi Roberson: “I made friends in IHS that are still dear to my heart today, and the foundation it provided has served as the launching pad for my other academic achievements.”

Caitlin Adams Schauer: “In the process of writing my senior research essay, I made academic connections with professors at UCSD’s Scripps Oceanography Institute, which enabled me to more easily pursue internships and research opportunities that might otherwise have never existed.  IHS prepared me for college…I have yet to have a professor who compares to any of the IHS teaching staff, they are truly one of a kind.”

Meredith Schwieger: “The group of students I went through my IHS experience with were some of the brightest and most interesting people I have known.  No doubt they are all experiencing great success!  I loved my TOK class; it is still the best class I have ever taken. Special thanks to Mrs. Soczek.”
Kelly Stephenson: “I have such happy memories of last-minute studying with friends in the Harvest Lane Church parking lot before IB tests senior year.  I love talking about IB curriculum with international students I have met abroad.”

Alan Stout: “The senior project totally prepared my writing for college essays.”

Meagan Votipka: “I found my best friends in IHS.  We still keep in touch even though we are on many campuses.  No program could have better prepared me for college.  I love IHS.”

CLASS OF 2005

Lara Colvin: “I cherish the friendship I’ve made from years of class bonding in IHS.”
Susan Garver: “IHS is where I first learned to think deeply about things, to think critically.  That skill has served me well in college and in other aspects of my life.  Also, the classes were fun!”
Scott Hickey: “I received credit at college for the English and history IB exams.”

Ingara James: “The IHS curriculum gave me strong writing skills that I have also used in college.  Also, a good well-rounded world education that other students didn’t receive in high school.”
Sarah E. Johnson:  “I love IHS!  I completed the IB diploma, which I’m sure helped me get into the college of my dreams, and IHS classes definitely prepared me for the academic course load.  Remember, the answer is always the Treaty of Guadalupe-Hidalgo (1848).”

Rebecca Marcus: “I was an IB certificate candidate and two tests got me 32 college credits which covered the majority of my general education requirements.  I really enjoyed the Eurasian conference and my senior project.”
Matthew McGlade:  “I was well-prepared for college.”

Devin McManus: “Lots of great classes; very similar to the college experience.  I got the IB diploma, but didn’t get any credits from it.”

Sarah Pritchard: “Thanks to Mr. Holm, I am currently putting my economics knowledge to good use in Mt. Holyoke’s Socially Responsible Investment group.  I will never forget the time I spent at Eugene IHS sounding my barbaric yamp over the rooftop of Churchill High School, using the word ‘epistemology’ in everyday conversation, and proudly declaring ‘I can’t read!’ in history class.  My experience being an IB candidate prepared me well for my college courses (especially finals week) and also gave me some college credit.  Thank you IHS!”

Kellie Scofield: “IHS was overall great experience.  Doing the IB was great because it really prepared me for college, and gave me a year’s worth of credit.  A lot of what was taught in IHS I can draw on for other classes.  Long live the Cane Toad movie!”
Brent Snellgrove: “IHS was a great place for me.  I met my best friends there and I got to make people laugh.  In IHS I learned to avoid ignorance and be proud of my accomplishments.  Viva IHS!”

Seli Thomas: “I was an IB candidate. It taught me the importance and value of hard work.”

CLASS OF 2006
Allison Beard: “I remember IHS as being a wonderful transition to college.  I think it was an excellent program to be involved in, not only because it gave me a global perspective and an opportunity to travel, but also because it prepared me for things to come with great ease.”

Evan Engelstad:  “I got the IB diploma and it saved a lot of money for college.”

Danielle Hanson: “IB allowed me to skip almost a half year worth of courses, which saved me a huge amount of money and boredom.  My college writing classes pale in comparison to Mr. Wood’s senior lit!”

Katie Hulse: “Susan Mannheimer’s class rocked my world.  The sense of community formed in IHS was uplifting and reassuring.  I have felt completely competent academically so far and owe much of this capacity to my experiences in IHS.”

Chris Keady: “Senior year IHS was great.  We had a ‘Dress Like Steve Smith’ day; there was David Wood and his life-sized twin doll, and the IHS fashion show at the graduation assembly, advised, of course, by David Wood’s incisive critiques.  All the IB paper-writing (and others in IHS, too) prepared me well for college writing, although professors can be a lot more critical!  I am proud to have gone through the IB program, though.”

Rianna Mansfield: “All the wonderful, enthusiastic teachers got me ready for the college overload.”

Katherine Parker: “IHS truly prepared me for classes at OSU; even the tougher and more rigorous Honors classes.  Whereas my fellow students often had to learn study skills and such anew in college, I came equipped with a knowledge of the high expectations that college would require and the ability to cope with those expectations.  In my first Honors course the other students loudly lamented having to write a five page, double-spaced paper, and I just couldn’t believe my luck at getting such a manageable assignment!  IHS challenged me in high school, expanded my thoughts, and developed a thought process which is compatible with the various obstacles which higher learning presents.  I would not have missed IHS for the world and I thank the powers-that-be everyday for the skills that IHS gave me; as well as the global awareness it provided me with.  Many college students are only discovering the broad world around them, yet IHS taught me to always be connected to current events beyond my own borders and experience, and I plan to continue to be an active world citizen in the future. IB was truly amazing and allowed me senior standing this term although it is only my second year here.”

Kyle Quillan: “Well, I got 30 credits (two terms) because of the IB, so that’s really sweet.  Mr. Smith is hecka cool as always.  Projects was a horribly terrible fun time.  I remember my friend and I forced Peggy in the IHS office to stay until 4:15 or so, so our other friend, Brendan Goodnough, could photocopy his stuff together and not fail.  For the record, we succeeded.”

Danielle Schnebly: “IB helped prepare me for the overwhelming workload college presents.  Some philosophy and literature we studied in IHS also proved to benefit me in later courses in college.”

Bridget Snow: “The day I turned in my senior paper was very memorable!  I loved IHS and it did a great job in preparing me for college.”

Tong Somnasang: “I did very well in my ethnic class and earned an ‘A.’  I read and discussed many books, and history, in high school, so when I studied in college it was not too hard for me.”

CLASS OF 2007

Rose Comaduran: “I did the IB diploma thing.  Since I haven’t gone to college yet, I can’t say it has served me directly, but my IB education has certainly benefited me.  I can have conversations with all sorts of people about many, many things.  I had a fabulous discussion with a guy in Mexico about the Russian Revolution and the Bolsheviks, and afterwards he didn’t believe that I had learned all the stuff in high school (or that I was just 18).  Also, the IB program gave me a strong base in Spanish, and introduced me to a range of literature which is coming in handy in my English classes.  I am nothing but grateful for the education I received from IHS.  My classes were wonderful.  The classmates were remarkable.  The hard work was worth it.  IHS is very unique, and it took traveling around and meeting people with all sorts of different lives to truly realize that.”

John Hoobyar: “…in my Post-Colonial Studies class, a discussion came up about species of plants and animals that were introduced to foreign territory and have damaged or threatened their new environments.  My contribution to this discussion was a comment on how Cane Toads in Australia are a perfect example of this.  I still remember watching the documentary on Cane Toads from Saskia Strauss’ freshmen global literature class... I’m a participant in Goucher’s International Scholars Program – a competitive program for students who wish to extend their global education…I received a $3000 voucher that I plan on using to travel abroad my junior year of college.  IB specifically, has served as a real asset to be a part of, now that I’m in college.  Walking around with my IB mug makes a great conversation starter when someone walks up to you and asks ‘Hey where did you do IB?’  Then, all of a sudden you’re having a conversation in a foreign language featuring a main vocabulary of HLs, SLs, TOK, the Extended Essay, English A1, Papers 1, 2, and 3, etc.  I’ve been able to make some new friends via my experiences with IB…”

Sarah Konold: “IHS prepared me for the rigorous college schedule of managing your time.”

Sarah Thompson: “The best skill I gained from IHS is being able to argue intelligently about just about anything.  I have met people from all over the world who want to hear my side of every issue imaginable.  I think I picked up my arguing skills from watching everyone in Mr. Knox’s class at Churchill.”
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Brianna Estrada:  “I’m surviving college!  Well even better…I’m loving college.  I joined a sorority and my schedule is so nice… It’s incredible how easy life is.  The classes seem like a joke.  Especially my writing class… There were kids in my class who had never written a paper over two pages. I honestly can’t believe it.  IHS is probably the most valuable thing in the world.  I’ve talked to a lot of my friends at other schools to see if Oregon State was just easy, but no, I’ve heard similar horror stories…”
Sarah Fischer:  “I… want to thank IHS for instilling in me the value that it is okay not to know what you want to do.  I love it here and I’m glad I came, but it also looks like I’m going to take next year to go do organic farming abroad… I’m glad that IHS teachers have the liberty to talk about those kinds of endeavors.”

Katie Melton:  “I received IB English credit which goes towards college credit.  My fondest memory of IHS is how close I became with IHS students (from all campuses, too) and how close I became with my teachers, who I still keep in touch with.”

Katie Vanderford:  “I loved every minute of IHS.  It prepared me very well for college and I enjoyed how my IHS classes felt like a close-knit family.”

